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Public secondary schools by type: England and Wales

Pupils 

(thousands)

Modern Grammar Technical Comp Other Total

1955 1,234 528 87 16 49 1,914

1960 1,638 673 102 129 182 2,724

1965 1,555 719 85 240 221 2,820

1970 1,227 605 44 937 197 3,010

1975 698 344 18 2,460 100 3,620

1980 235 135 10 3,398 35 3,813

1985 166 114 3 3,205 26 3,513

Source: Paul Bolton, Education: historical statistics, House of  Commons Library (2012), p. 16: 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04252/SN04252.pdf

Pupils in Maintained Primary and Secondary Schools

Year All pupils ‘Immigrant pupils’ Immigrant pupils as a 

% of  all pupils

1966 7,183,165 148,000 2.1

1967 7,328,110 183,776 2.5

1968 7,541,969 220,212 2.9

1969 7,753,002 249,664 3.2

1970 7,960,194 263,710 3.3

1971 8,167,009 270,745 3.3

Source: H. E. R. Townsend and E. M. Brittan, Organization in Multiracial Schools

(London: NFER, 1972), p. 11.

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04252/SN04252.pdf


Source: Frank Ayres, ‘The incidence of  immigrant 

children’, in H. E. R. Townsend, Immigrant children in 

England (London: NFER, 1972), pp. 21-23.

Percentage of  ‘immigrant pupils’ by LEA



Enoch Powell campaigning in 

Wolverhampton, 1970



Bernard Coard, How the West Indian child is made educationally subnormal in the 

British education system (London: New Beacon Books, 1971)



National Front meeting held in Tower Hamlets primary school (notice antiracist poster behind man on far left of  photo ‘Teachers and parents who work in this school oppose racism’ 

– repeated in Bengali)



Protest against police harassment and violence, London 1979



‘Education for All’, Swann Report, 1985



Funeral of  anti-racism activist & 

teacher Blair Peach, Southall

1979





The state, race, and education in the 1980s



The demand for Anti-racist education



Curricula and the practise of  ‘multicultural’ and anti-racist education



Critiques of  and responses to ‘multicultural’ and anti-racist education


